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river Bancai, when the natives supplied them with food;
and they all refreshed themselves in the best way they could.
Here the president learnt that the enemy had cut asunder
all the bridges over the rivers. They were made of the
branches of large willow-like trees, twisted together in the
manner of cables, carried across the stream and made fast on
either bank; so that foot passengers, though not horsemen,
could easily cross. The president now ordered the Indians to
repair these bridges, and it was wonderful how quickly they
restored them. But passing through the river Aporrima, near
Cusco, owing to the powerful stream of water, many of the
Spaniards and their horses were drowned in fording the
stream. When Noiosa and Pietro de Valdivia had passed,
they took up a very strong and important position with
seventy arquebuzeers on a hill, until the rest of the army had
got across. They had scarcely taken possession of it when,
Giovan da Costa, and fifty arquebuzeers, came up with a simi-
lar intention; but seeing the enemy there already he re-
turned to Cusco, informed the governor that the president
had passed the river with nine hundred Spaniards and a
great many Indians, then left Cusco and planted his stan-
dards in sight of the enemy at Saguisaguana.
The president, although he had crossed the river, found
himself in a very bleak station, full of ice, devoid of fire-
wood, and short of provisions: and he began to fear lest his
men might Desert to Pizarro, who had a superabundance
of these things. He therefore determined to give battle.
Consequently he employed great part of the night in exami-
ning the arms; early in the morning he made liberal prof-
fers to his soldiers, telling them, as he had already often said
before, that if they behaved valorously everything should
be for them: he then unfurled his banners and marched for-
ward towards the enemy. Pizarro ordered Ccpcda to place
himself in a certain pass near a hill, but he deserted over to
the president; and immediately fifty musquctcers followed